Treatment of Parkinson's disease in Spain.
To assess the patterns of drug use in Parkinson's disease in Spain, information about the clinical characteristics and current treatment of 1803 parkinsonian patients was obtained from a nationwide survey, involving 241 physicians with practice based on the different assistance levels of the Spanish National Healthcare System. Approximately 90% of the patients were treated with levodopa, regardless of the characteristics of their physicians, but the use of the other available antiparkinsonian treatments was highly influenced by the medical specialty and interest in movement disorders of the prescribing doctors.